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By ( HARI.KS K. CIIAPKL 
Assrmhlyman. 46th District
The ancient, time-honored, 

classic test of criminal respon 
sibility is sometimes called the 
' McN'ghten Rule." and other 
wise referred to as the "Me- 
NaiiRhten Rule." but probably 
correctly cited ireferrcd to) as 
"Mi-Naughten Rule," and other- 
the subject of this weeks col 
umn.

I am not a lawyer, never at 
tended a day of law college or 
law school in my life, and yet 
1 can understand the largon 
of lawyers Most of you who 
read my column, which 1 like 
to call my "Family Journal."
 re not and never will be law 
yers Before I proceed, please 
let me assure you that really 
and truly. "Scout's Honor." I 
respect almost all lawyers and 
Judges. |

LAWYERS and judges, in' 
tnd out of office, including | 
those lawyers who want to be 
judges, especially those in the 
California State Legislature, do 
not understand my respectful i 
attitude toward their profes-
 lon (which is sometimes mere 
ly a business or trade), simply 
because 1 like to cut away the 
double-talk, the legal jargon 
and get down to the true is 
sue, which proves or disproves , 
the issues presented by the | 
bill lambryonic law) under de 
bate

With that kind of salute to 
lawyers and judges. 1 shall now 
lift the cover of Pandora's box 
If you have forgotten what 
Pandora's box was. 1 merely 
mean I shall unveil, reveal, 
and display what is about to 
happen to you and me if you 
do not write to your own mem 
ber of the Assembly, your own 
state senator, and to his excel 
lency, the Honorable Edmund 
G. r'Pat") Brown, governor of 
the presently free and sov 
ereign state of California.

  *  
THE M'NACiHTEN Rule is 

cited by law books, judges, and 
lawyers, as M Naghten's Case, 
10 Clark & Fin. 200. 8 Eng. 
Rep. 718 (1843). In plain Eng 
lish this means that it became 
the test of insanity in criminal 
cases in England in 1843. It 
then became part of what law 
yers call "The Common Uw," 
and although California is 
known to lawyers and judges 
as a "Code State," and not a 
"Common l.aw State." the Me- 
Naghten Rule applies now, and 
it briefly stated as follows:

"... to establish a defense 
on the ground of insanity, it 
must be clearly proved, that at 
the time of the committing of 
the act. the party accused was 
laboring under such a defect 
of reason from disease of the 
mind, as not to know the na 
ture and quality of the art he 
was doing, or. if he did know 
It. that he did not know he was 
doing anything wrong."

WITH MINOR exceptions, 
the M'Naghten Rule is the rule 
applied in most American jur 
isdictions, including California 
Until recent years, the M'Nagh 
ten Rule, or the M'Naghten 
Rule together with the irresis- 
table impulse test, was the sole 
recognized test of criminal re 
sponsibility in alt States of the 
United States, and indeed in 
all common law jurisdictions 
with the exception of New 
Hampshire, which many years
 go rejected the Mc'Naghtcn 
Rule and held that a defendant 
would not be guilty by reason 
of insanity if the offense was 
the offspring or product of 
mental diseases of the defend 
ant

There is a paper-bound pain 
phlet consisting of 106 num- 
bered pages, with no index j 
titled on the cover; "Special 
Commissions on Insanity and 
Criminal Offenders, Final Re 
port, July 7, lt»B2." and then in 
the lower right-hand corner 
the cover sa>s: 'State of Cali- 
nia " The title page reads the 
same On Page lOtt, the last of 
the numbered pages, at the 
bottom it reads: "printed in 
California State Printing Of 
fice." and below thai and to 
the left, on the same page it 
read*: "6ttB5« 7-62 3M " This 
moans, in printer's language 
that it was order of file num 
ber 68859, printed July. 19B2,
 nd that 13,000 were printed

  * *
ON PAGE ft. a letter of trant- 

initial to the Governor, the
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wams Club: Order of Kamhnw
for Girls- Vctetans of Foreign 
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Concern about hcjil and sional referral service which. Those interested in obtain- I blem Club No 68: and Tops o f
blood vessel disorders by resi- helps solve problems of heart', ing a speaker on heart health I Ingehvood
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the Speaker of the Assembly pert* and some laymen to j the Southwest Regional office nurses and para-medical per- western office. 16811 Haw j Manhattan Beach: Senior Sets
is signed by Richard A. Me-. abolish the M'Naghten Rule injof the l.os Angeles County sonnel in the county attended | thorne Blvd. I.awndale. 371- i Citizens Club of Manhattan llaibor District Chamber ot
Gee. chairman. State Board of i California and enact one or i Heart Assn. said Robert M. training classes for closed ,3591 ; Beach. Commerce will meet Jan. 10.
Corrections, plus the names of more new laws so that most I Woods. M.D.. interim heart chest cardiac resuscitation. The j AMONG THOSE groups in j 
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pages 6. 7, 9, and 9, and then ' treated as sick people, whose in community services, profes- sible for saving many lives Hawthorne Hawthorne As- 
the sad. sad, sick, sick, story ! parents did not understand , sional and public education A notable increase in re- sembly. Order of Rainbow for
starts on page 11 them, and whose teachers will be offered. quests for medical speakers Girls

The essence of this pamph I sometimes asked them to be-1 In I/os Angeles County over , from the association by local
let reveals that it is the inten 
tion of many people.
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State of California! isistance through the profes- been noted by- Woods

Hermosa Beach: The Sand 
pipers Philanthropy Fund, Inc. 

Inglewood: Inglewood Km-

Palos Verdes: Palos Verdes 7:30 p.m.. in the law offices of 
Peninsula Rotary Club Judge Irving P Austin. 2\~\

Redondo Beach: Order of Acacia. Compton At this fir^i 
Rainbow for Girls. meeting of the new year there

San Pedro. Church oi Helig will be a report from the nom- 
lous Science, Women's Guild: , mating committee 
Rotary Club of San Pedro: and ~ 
San Pedro Jewish Sisterhood. MORE FOOD ADS

Torrance: Order of the Fast 
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VALUABLE COUPON

WITH THIS COUPON ONLY 
— NO OBLIGATION —

ONE FREE ROLL

SCOT TISSUE
Good Only January 3, 4, 5 and 6 

— LIMIT ONE ROLL PER CUSTOMER! —

^^<£^^<£v^^

NUCOA
l-LB. CARTON

CRISCO
SPRINGFIELD

COFFEE
LB. CAN

J LB,
CAN

HILLS BROS.

COFFEE
2-LB. 
CAN
$1.09

LB. 
CAN

— PARTIAL LIST OF OUR EVERY DAY LOW PRICES —

WAT VJNN AI Wk Best Foodi, R»8 63c qt - Out fric« Ol*

MIRACLE WHIP *«.„<,,-<>„„*. 57*
MAYONNAISE Kr.f», *., 53c_o,,r Mt. 47*

C * H, R«8 Me - 5-lbi. ..____.......... Our Mw 52*

Ib Pric. Includes 2e Off ......... Our M«« 25*

WESSON OIL Larg. Six. R.gOc OurPric. 41*

CAMPBEU'S 4Al

TOMATO SOUP. 10
t CAMPBELL'S

MEAT 
VARIETIES 2

Mayonnaise

DEL MONTE $$ SALE

NO 303 CAN t

CUT GREEN BEANS ... 5 for
SOLID PACK — NO 303 CAN

TOMATOES ...... 5 for
EARLY GARDEN — NO. 303 CAN

PEAS ........ 5 for
NO 303 CAN

CREAM CORN ..... 5 for
8-OZ CAN

TOMATO SAUCE .... 14 for

SWANSON'S

TV DINNERS . . . 

JOHNSTON PIES ,
HILLS BROS — 6-OZ JAR

INSTANT COFFEE

DOZEN 
IN 

CARTON

FRESH PRODUCE

BANANAS 
POTATOES

CENTRAL AMERICAN

WHITE ROSE

GREEN ONIONS 
and RADISHES

OWN 
ONIONS

CALIFORNIA DELICIOUS

SUGAR . . 2 29'
GRANULATED — POWDERED OR BROWN

Grod* AA

'i-Gol.

BUTTER 
BIG DIP
ICE CREAM Premium H-Gal

ICE CREAM
RIK'S MEAT DEPT.—"" 

FEATURING MANNINGS BEEF

GROUND 
CHUCK

FRYING 
HICKENS

WILSON'S 
CORN KING

BACON

SCOTT 
TISSUE
2? 23* BREAD


